Jesus preaching the “Sermon On The Mount”
By Karl Heinrich Bloch
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They said it could not be done, but there they were, sitting in the middle
of the accomplished fact: man had carved a canal all the way from the
Caribbean Sea, clean across the Panama Isthmus to the Pacific Ocean.
It was hard, but there they were there and it had worked! They had
done it. They had dug a canal, fought off the hordes of disease carrying
mosquitoes, endured the daily deaths of their friends and colleagues due
to falling rock, snake bites, and the poisonous food rations. They did it.
They said it could not be done, but despite all of the ‘wisdom’ of their
critiques, they had done it. It was really a marvel of the engineering
world but it was the dogged persistence and constant discipline of the
work crews, both native and imported that made the dream a reality. Oh
how their critics were dumfounded at the Gatun lakes as they filled with
water.
But then, if you stop and look at it, man has always confounded the
wisdom of the critiques. Look at the great walls of China, great walls,
not just one of them, but over 400 of them, -all designed to do one
specific thing, slow down invading armies. They took years to build,
countless workmen, unflinching faith, and engineering beyond belief.
And they did slow down invading armies, time and time again.
Every example started with one man saying, “I think that we can do it. It
is worth a try.” It is a dream made real, a hope made possible, all by
the power of a disciplined life. In point of fact, nothing has every come
into being without someone saying, we can and we must.
No less remarkable than the feats of engineering that we have seen
done by men in this world, are the great feats of faith that have been
accomplished by the small men who followed God. Men like Gideon, a
man who was so afraid of his world, that he was in a hidden place
threshing the wheat so that he would not be caught by his Midianite
overlords. Who would have thought that He would have become a great
general?
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Who would have selected David to be a great king. He did not look like a
king, but he had the heart of a king, and God saw his heart. Who would
have thought of Jeremiah, a man who was so sensitive that he wept like
a broken child, but Jeremiah stood firm and wrote one of the most
challenging of all of the prophecies. Who would have selected the feeble
mouthed, clumsy, perpetrator of manslaughter, Moses, to lead the
greatest exodus of all time? Who would have chosen, such losers.
Who would have chosen this group to be a missionary team to this
place? God did and God still does !! So we ask ourselves the
question, “What do we need to do, to build the church that God has
2
asked to do here in this place?”
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We have our
answer here …

Before we go one any farther, we must
understand this point of summary…
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3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against
Himself, so that you may not grow weary and lose heart. 4 You have not
yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in your striving against sin; 5
and you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as
sons,…
"My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord,
Nor faint when you are reproved by Him;
6 For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines,
And He scourges every son whom He receives. "
7 It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for
what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 8 But if you are
without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are
illegitimate children and not sons.
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Remember: “Our God is an awesome God, He reigns with
wisdom and power, our God is an Awesome God…”

6

H
e
b
r
e
w
s
The
Actual
Text

L13

7

H
e
b
r
e
w
s

L13

8

H
e
b
r
e
w
s
The
Actual
Text

L13

1.

Growing up in my faith, one of the difficulties that I faced was why God
chose to set down a set of rules governing what to do to a person if
they violated His way, and then to watch that ‘law’ slowly change and
get ‘disarmed’ over time. Why would God be so strict in the
beginning, and so lenient latter in the history?

2.

An example of what I mean is this change that I saw. In
Deuteronomy 21:18-21, parents are required to bring their noncompliant, rebellious children to the elders and then the elders of the
community were to see that those children were stoned to death.
Now that is very extreme, to say the least.

3.

Latter in history, we do not see this law being applied, even though we
do not have a repeal of the law that is found in the text itself. Why is
this so? What happened to change things so much, from stoning
disobedient children to letting them get away with their disobedience?

4.

One of the first problems that we face is the moral reprehensibility of
the law itself. We pass judgement on God and God’s law very easily,
doing so from our perspective of ’child’. How could God be so
callous and so cruel? Was He callous and cruel, actually? Could /
Did He foresee the setting aside of this law in the passing of time?

5.

Another problem that we face is that of purpose. What purpose did it
achieve in the family unit, in the community at large, and in the nation
as a whole to see a child who was ‘disobedient’ be stoned for his / her
acts of parental disregard?

6.

In the 10 Commandments, it says to ‘honour your father and your
mother’. To disregard this command is to disregard the supremacy of
God as God and as ultimate law giver. It demeans the very thought of
God in the community if one is allowed to ‘get away with it’. For God
to be God and to set up such a law, it must be understood that He is
God and works in a whole different sphere of reference in His spiritual
world than we do in our mortal world.

7.

The disparity between God and Man is beyond the imagination of all
men, really. God is supernal and eternal. We are mortal and rather
temporary, -prone to monumental mess ups from time to time. God,
on the other hand does not make mistakes. If something is not
understood, then do not give a moral judgement where one can not
be given due to this disparity of position, knowledge, righteousness
and power.

8.

It is all a fundamental problem with who is God and who is man, as
well as who is Lord, and who is creature?
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Question for Sunday Morning Discussion
"No horse gets anywhere until he is harnessed. No stream
or gas drives anything until it is confined. No Niagara
is ever turned into light and power until it is tunnelled
and channelled. No life ever grows great until it is
focused, dedicated, disciplined."
Harry Emerson Fosdick
1. How does the subject of ‘discipline’ in Hebrews 12 reflect back on the
message of the centrality of Jesus in Christianity? Why would the
author of Hebrews put this material into the letter that he wrote?
( aka. -What is the primary purpose of this discipline section?)
2. How can a local congregation go about helping develop a truly
disciplined mindset without becoming dogmatic and legalistic? Can
it even be done in the first place, or is this just a ‘pipe-dream’ of a
highly idealistic person?
3. Why is discipline seen primarily as a punitive act? Why is the idea
of ‘discipline’ not seen as a training and development act without any
reference to punitive measures today?
4. What is the role of the eldership in the whole matter of discipline
today?
5. Where does Matthew 18: 12-20 fit into this whole picture actually?
How does Acts 5: 1-11 fit into this whole picture? How does Acts 10:
9ff fit into this whole picture? What is different between the pictures
found in Matthew 18, in Acts 5, and in Acts 10?
6. Why did no one go to Annais and Sapphira and talk to them one on
one before they went to the whole assembled “church”? What act of
‘discipline’ here was that which was most instilled in the minds of the
congregation?
7. What is your definition of discipline now?
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