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Buonarotti’s Teacher
Michangelo Buonarotti, one of the great artists of the Italian
Renaissance, was first accepted as an apprentice into the
school of Donatello Ghirlandaio, but with in a year he was
transferred to the school of Bertoldo, in the glorious sculpture
gardens of the ruling Medici family. Here in the gardens, the
discipline was greater, something the young fledgling needed
greatly. He had promise, yet he had a self will that was to
plague him all of his life.
The real secret, however, to
Michangelo’s success was the nature of the two teachers.
The first teacher was one that the students did not see
practicing his craft. He told them, ‘go and do something’, but
he did not offer the them the disciplines of their craft.
Bertoldo was hard on his pupil. He would not let him go out on
assignment with the other students, much to the displeasure of
his pupil. He was not allowed to touch a hammer or a chisel.
He was required to draw ‘cartoons’, paper sketches that would
later be put up on a freshly plastered wall so that the other
students would be able to complete a fresco for a client. In
these first days, he was not allowed to touch the paint either.
At a point of desperation and rebellion, he challenged,
Bertoldo. “Why?”, he asked, “Why am I being punished?” The
very wise Bertoldo responded with the famous, reply, “…
because you are better than the others, but they are more
disciplined than you. With discipline, and with the proving of
yourself, you will become the one that they all will remember.”
And it was so. No other member of Michangelo’s apprentice
class is remembered as Michangelo is, yet today. They all
ended up working for him as his cartoon drawers.
We will speak more of this in a moment….
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A Daily Perspective Of The Priesthood
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1.

Priest have a role to perform. It is on the behalf of the
people that they do their service.

2.

Priests understand us, because they are one of us. They
can give us counsel and guidance because they have
been where we are themselves

3.

Priests offer up sacrifices to purify the people, and to
purify themselves.

4.

Priest do this because they are called from among the
people to serve the people who can not serve themselves.

5.

The same is true of Christ!!!

6.

He did not go out to seek glory, but to perform a service.

7.

In this respect He is like Melchizedek. Like Melchizedek,
Jesus did not go out for Himself, but for the people, under
the direction of the Master.
He goes out under the
direction of God himself, the one who had ‘begotten Him’.

8.

*** “Self” is set aside.: He did not want to go to the cross,
He did not want to have to deal with traitors and
Pharisees, but He did so, - for us. The interest and needs
of that majority out weigh the needs and wants of the one.
It is like that of parent. You may not feel like it, but
someone has to change the diapers / the sins.
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7 In the days of His flesh, He offered up both prayers and
supplications with loud crying and tears to the One able to
save Him from death, and He was heard because of His
piety. 8 Although He was a Son, He learned obedience
from the things which He suffered. 9 And having been
made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the
source of eternal salvation, 10 being designated by God
as a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.

Jesus As Our Perfect Priest
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11 Concerning Him we have much to say, and it is hard to
explain, since you have become dull of hearing. 12 For
though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have
need again for someone to teach you the elementary
principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to
need milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who
partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of
righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But solid food is for the
mature, who because of practice have their senses trained
to discern good and evil.
Consequently

Jesus is the solid food, all else is milk and pabulum for the immature.
(cf. :11)

The antecedial reference has to belated to Jesus and not to
Melchizedek, given the sentence structure in the chapter.
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1.

All too frequently we see people get worked up about “the
minorities of our faith, that they forget the majorities.”

2.

This is not to say, that the points of mint and cumin do not
need attention. They do, but not at the point of a minimizing
of Jesus.

3.

So many preachers and teachers today, assume that all is
going along okay if they do not mention Jesus frequently,
that it is to be assumed that Jesus is the reason that people
are at church on Sunday.

4.

But such is not the case. It is the problem of the urbanization
of our culture.
So many of us, in our modern culture,
assume that milk comes already in a plastic jug, perfectly
prepared and homogenized, -ready for the table. We need
more good “ sound experience from out in he milk barn”,

5.

It is estimated that 90% of the children in a city have never
seen a cow get milked, and neither have their parents.
Would they still drink it, if they saw what has to be done to
get it?
A.

People all know that milk comes from cows today, and
yet their knowledge and focus stops right there
because they choose to focus on the fringe elements
and just let the cows and milking do their own thing.
How “udderly lazy” can we be? Grab the jug, pour a
bowl for the cereal and out the door: -what a foolish
disregard for the cow, what a totally immature way to
act and think. “Cows tails get in the milk, but we don’t throw it out.”

B.

One of my professors, J. D. Thomas, once said that
“You can count on conservatives to do what is right,
but you can’t count on them getting you to heaven.”

C.

That is true, because whenever we focus on the cereal
bowl and not the whole story of the milk, we loose the
foundation of the ‘milk story’.
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A diminished Christology is the start of most dissatisfactions and all demagoguery.
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Yes, Michangelo Buonarotti, one of the great artists of the Italian
Renaissance, was once an apprentice in the school of Bertoldo,
in the glorious sculpture gardens of the ruling Medici family. He
learned his craft and its disciplines from this stern but very wise
teacher.
Yes, it is true that in these gardens, the discipline was greater,
something the young fledgling needed greatly. Yes, he had
promise, and yes, he had a self will that was to plague him all of
his life.
But he had discipline and he learned what made a
good piece of art and what made a mediocre piece of art.
The real secret to Michangelo’s success is found in the nature of
the two teachers. The first teacher, Donatello, was one that the
students did not see practicing his craft. He told them, ‘go and
do something: learn for yourselves’, but he did not offer the them
the disciplines of their craft, not the critiques necessarily to
better themselves.
He did see great promise, however, and
passed the student on to a greater teacher, but not necessarily a
better artist.
The second teacher, Bertoldo, was one that the students
saw at work on his craft, one that also required that the
students spend lots of time copying the great masters that
have gone before, so that the hand was trained to coordinate with the eye. It is with this second teacher that
Michangelo, learned to paint and to sculpt. It is under the
ever constant and harsh vision of the second teacher,
Bertoldo, that Michangelo grew to be the greatest artist of
his age. “He who looks to the foundations, is he who will
build the cathedrals.
He who does not look to the
foundations, is he who will eventually sweep the streets.”
Bertoldo
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For you and I, today, we must look to Jesus as the Master
teacher, and the Great High Priest. Not only did He teach us
how to live, as a serving priests ourselves, but He taught us
how to discern between good and evil. He did this by His
example and by His submission to the Father. He did for
us, what we could not do for ourselves.
Michangelo
credited Bertoldo as his eyes into that which is art. He7
never forgot him and he never let anyone leave without a
recognition of ‘The Teacher’.
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Melchizedek: An Old Testament Perspective

What we know is:
1.

He is mentioned in two passages in the Old Testament: Genesis 14:
17-24 and in Psalm 110:4

2.

“Melchizedek” comes from two Hebrew words that mean ‘king’ and
‘righteousness’, thus ‘King of Righteousness’ or ‘Righteous King’.

3.

Abraham meet him after the defeat of the Chedorlaomer league. Both
the king of Sodom and the king of Salem (Jerusalem) came out to meet
Abraham. The king of Salem (peace) was Melchizedek.

4.

Melchizedek brought out bread and wine to Abraham; --this is always
recognized as “the servants gift”. It is an act of submission.

5.

Melchizedek was a priest of the most High God. (It is important to
understand that a “priest”, here is the Hebrew term ‘Kohen’ which is a
general term for all who where holy servants and examples as well as
teachers to the whole of Israel. It is used of those who are out in the
villages primarily, and not of those who are in the temple doing special
duties. Those in temple duties are called, “Kahen”, which is the
intensive stem of the same word and used of these same men when
they are performing specialized duties, such as in the temple.

6.

Melchizedek blessed Abraham (Blessed means to ‘cause to kneel”, thus
to honour and elevate, the recognition of a vassal state.)

7.

Melchizedek blessed God (Still: “blessed as to honour and elevate”)

8.

Melchizedek gave a tenth of all. The final sign of acknowledgement of a
vassal relationship. It is the act of one who is appealing to become a
vassal to the superior power.

9.

The king of Sodom did the opposite to Melchizedek and took the path of
equality gained in battle and yet it was set aside by Abraham.
Melchizedek did not do so. This is significant in that to refuse the booty
from a war is to not enter into a state of relationship, and to not accept
one as a vassal. Benign enmity is now registered and in effect.

10. God says that “’He’ would be a priest for ever, according to the order /
example of Melchizedek.”
[ A servant and ally. ]
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We will return to “Melchizedek” in a latter study.
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Question for Sunday Morning Discussion
There is a famous house in Cortez, Colorado. In this house the
builder got the angles wrong and in getting the foundation one degree
to the right of square, he ended up with a ten degree deviation from
square at the corner. It required that a new foundation be placed
under the house to keep it from falling down. IF WE DO NOT GET
THE FOUNDATION RIGHT THE HOUSE WILL FALL DOWN
EVENTUALLY, AND USUALLY DURING THE ROUGH PLAY OF
INTERNAL TURMOIL. Get the foundation right to start with and then
pay constant attention to it is the way to maintain a solid house.
I know, it was my parents house.
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