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Every life has some form of ‘bridge’ person in it. They all lead to some
where else, a place we could not get to without their being there to take us
across the chasms. There are may great stories of bridges.
One of the great stories of D-day, was the story of the men of the glider
assault on the Orne River Bridges, code named “Pegasus”, a name taken
from the emblem of the British Airborne forces, the winged horse
‘Pegasus’, a horse that flew to the rescue of the hindered.

The Human

Interest

Great victories are won by the efforts of the small people in the trenches, people who live in the inspirational
light of the truly great visions Therefore keep on walking, and stay the course.

Story
of the
Day

In the movie, “The Longest Day”, the actor Mike Todd who played Major
Howard, the major who was assigned the task of securing the bridge and
of holding it until relieved, was, on D-day, one of the members of that
squad of men who did indeed take the bridge and hold it until relieved.
They thus kept open the way of the allied armies to reach out from the
bridgehead and begin the liberation of France. The bridge was secured
and the invasion went ahead, as planned. But first they had to hold that
bridge.
There have been many ‘Pegasus Bridges’ in history, places that were
secured long enough to allow the relief to arrive, and the refugees to be
liberated. They were not all alike, many were very different from the one
there on the Orne River. There was always a road that took them there,
and a person, whose willingness to sacrifice themselves, took them there..
One of the greatest of these other ‘bridges’ was at the mountain pass from
the lowlands of China, into the vast plains of Mongolia, where a young
missionary named Gladys Aylward brought out 94 Chinese children and
saved them from the advancing Japanese and sure death.
She was a woman who was just a working class person, who had a heart
for the people of China. She was known as the “virtuous one”, “Wei Li.”
The mountain pass to which she led these Children is remembered as the
pass of courage. The movie about her life is called, “The Inn of the Sixth
Happiness”. She built a ‘bridge’ for the people of China, helping put an end
to the terrible practice of foot-binding, as well as caring for all of those
orphans. The bridge to which she walked, one not of stone and mortar,
but of hope and encouragement, became a cause that has been kept alive
in the hearts of the Chinese peasants of that area ever since. What they
were not able to do, she, in her fierce determination, did. Even when the
Red Guards came and berated the peasants there for their reverencing of
Gladys Aylward, they merely went quiet, but continue to rejoice that so
many of their friends had come up, and over, the Wei Li’s bridge-road.
In all such stories, there is one common thread, that of great need and a
very persistent personality that stands out, delivering what others can not
do for themselves. We call such people the bridge keepers, the “pontiffs” if
you like. Not all of these are Catholic. They are common people doing an
uncommon job, for a common need.
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The greatest chasm, the greatest liberation was accomplished by a man
from Galilee, Jesus of Nazareth. Now He was not common, and He did a
job, once for all times, that was definitely not common.
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He who had earned gave to he who had not earned,
graciously…. The offer o af vassalship .

The
Actual
Text

7:1 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who
met Abraham as he was returning from the slaughter of the kings and
blessed him, 2 to whom also Abraham apportioned a tenth part of all the
spoils, was first of all, by the translation of his name, king of righteousness,
and then also king of Salem, which is king of peace. 3 Without father,
without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end
of life, but made like the Son of God, he abides a priest perpetually.
4 Now observe how great this man was to whom Abraham, the patriarch,
gave a tenth of the choicest spoils. 5 And those indeed of the sons of Levi
who receive the priest's office have commandment in the Law to collect a
tenth from the people, that is, from their brethren, although these are
descended from Abraham. 6 But the one whose genealogy is not traced
from them collected a tenth from Abraham, and blessed the one who had
the promises. 7 But without any dispute the lesser is blessed by the greater.
8 And in this case mortal men receive tithes, but in that case one receives
them, of whom it is witnessed that he lives on. 9 And, so to speak, through
Abraham even Levi, who received tithes, paid tithes, 10 for he was still in
the loins of his father when Melchizedek met him.

  What would you do, if you were King of Jerusalem at that time and Abraham was returning ?!?

He is …
1.

King of Salem, Priest of the Most High God / Dedicated Servant

2.

Blessed by Abraham / Given a 1/10th of the spoils by Abraham

3.

King of Righteousness / King of Peace

4.

Occupies his position because of merit and not because of
genealogical connections He is sitting in a unique place in
history, never to be replaced by a line of succession

5.

POINT: Once he finished his role in history, history records him as
that special and unique fellow, that one particular Melchizedek, who
had served God and who thus continued to serve his people there
in Jerusalem, once for all time.

6.

POINT: The Levitical priesthood was one of succession through
genealogy. Thus one family stood in between man and God. The
people were thus removed from the immediacy of God by this line
of priests. One person takes the place of a tribe.

7.

POINT: If the idea of every individual’s meritorious following of the
‘law and righteousness’ were the way to go, then the intrinsic nature
of God would not have needed to send another element of His plan.

8.

L8

When one stops to think about it, hewas in a position where his role as priest-king
demanded that he look after to the people that he served …

…More on this in a moment.

POINT: God changed the law, and He changed the priesthood. By
changing these, all other elements or covenants are now cancelled
out and we have a relationship with God based on one man and his
service and not a line of succession and thus not an ex-officio form
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of caste system, built upon common-fault filled mankind.

Like Melchizedek, Jesus was the one who built and secured the bridge by which the people were liberated.

NOTE: In the Levitical priesthood,
one had to be ‘perfect’, without bodily
blemish to serve. The man himself did
not matter. Ask Nadad and Abihu.
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This is a call to “Keep your eye on the
leader !” It is the primary rule of people who
walk in the bleak hours of the night. “Stay in
touch with one another ! Do not get
separated !”
“…and lo I am with you always, even to the end of the
world…” takes on a new meaning in this “light”…”

L8
A careful watching of the feet keeps one from
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1. What is the text telling us?
1.

The way of the law was weak and useless.

2.

But God is all wise and all knowing

3.

And God inspires the word, purposefully

4.

There fore God knew that the Law, and all forms of ‘law codes’
are not going to cure man’s sin problem. They were a training
course.

5.

That which came in was the better / best hope mankind had,
or will ever have. It is what we carry with us as we march to
‘The Road’..

6.

Therefore, do not look back to the old way. Look forward
to the new way. As you read Hebrews, remember the
Christology
It brings up the very serious question, “Are we to be, ‘law
bound’?, or Are we to be ‘relationship bound’?,

or “Are we to be ‘Jesus bound’?

The ‘road’ may be the way of
exile, or it may be the way of
hope. Either way, it is the same
road. It all depends on what we
think in our hearts.

Jesus is the one who leads us up and over the mountains to God,
perfectly, through the new Covenant. He is not only the leader, but
the sacrifice. He is our bridge and we must not ever forget our
mission’s prime directive of following Him, and His leadership in all
matters, and in all decisions.

Keep your
eye on the
leader !
5
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The
Commentary
and
Applications

“…and lo I am with you always, even to the end of the world…”
It takes on a new meaning, and a new significance in the light of
the “once for all” passages.

L8
Notye: This sermon has been done under the goal of a practical christology.
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1.

The book of Leviticus is the “Instructions To The Levitical Order”.
This is the book where the majority of the instructions to the Levites is
found. Albeit, instructions can be found in all four of the post-exile
texts.

2.

Duties of the Levites in General…

5.

L8

A.

Officiating in the Holy Place

Ex. 30:7-10

B.

Offering sacrifices

Lev. 9

C.

Teach and transmitting the law to Israel

Lev. 10-11

D.

Inspecting the ceremonially unclean people

Lev. 13

E.

Adjudicating between disputes providing justice Deut. 17

F.

Maintaining the temple / tabernacle

Lev. 18

G.

Transporting the Temple

Num. 4

H.

Collecting taxes

Num. 18

I.

Some, simply called Levites, were called to assist the
serving priests. They were not looked on as fully ‘priests’
Ex, 32 / 29-30, & Numbers 3:5-9

There was several groups in the Aaronic line. To start off this was the
work descriptions for the major divisions of the Levitical tribe.
A.

There were The Aaronites who did the above listed works

B.

There were the Kohathites who took care of the furniture,
vessels and veil. [Special task group]

C.

There were the Gershonites who took care of the coverings,
hangings and doors [Special task group]

D.

There were the Merarites who took care of the supports,
planks, boards, and cords. [Special task group]

E.

There were also the Levites-minorities: These are the ones
who just assisted the ones serving in the duties of the Aaronic
priesthood, and or in the special tasks group

6.

The whole system is based on a genealogical relationship that relies on
Aaron. It does not really take into account ability or desire. There is no
room in the Levitical system of personal preference as to where or how
one serves.

7.

Later in history, for various reasons, some changes were made in the
structure of the priesthood.
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Remember: Jesus is not just an “official”. He is the serving “LORD”.
He is active for all of the people who will align themselves with Him

Question for Sunday Morning Discussion
1.

What are the general duties of the priests in the old Testament?

2.

Where do we find these duties listed? Why is the primary book of
instructions for priests named what it is named? What are the
significances of the names of all of the books of the Torah, the
books of Moses? What do their names tell us about their material?
a.

Genesis ……………

b.

Exodus……………..

c.

Leviticus……………

d.

Numbers…………...

e.

Deuteronomy………

3.

Why are these book there in the Old Testament? (aka What does it
mean when a rabbi says that the books of Moses are to “train the
eye”?)

4.

How does Melchizedek train our eye today?

5.

Why should Christians today, read the Pentateuch? Should they
read the Pentateuch regularly?

6.

How does the new covenant fundamentally affect us today?

7.

We were never under any part of the old covenant, were we? How
then does the new covenant affect us on a practical level each day?

8.

How is Jesus the “Great Bridge Keeper” (the pontiff) today? How
does He help you in your daily life?

9.

What element of hope do you have now that affects you in the
everyday activities of life?

10. How do you know that that this hope ‘comes’ from Jesus? Could it
all be just circumstantial?

Song following Sermon: “Where He Leads Me I Will Follow.”
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